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castle and church were reduced to ruins by the Royalists under Sir Michael Woodhouse, but in 1661-62 Sir Edward Harley rebuilt the church, and erected the existing house close to the castle, which, unroofed and ivy-clad, to-day rises picturesque and peaceful from the lawn.
Both Robert Harley's father and grandfather were public - spirited and high-minded men, both were members of Parliament possessing an influence which extended beyond the bounds of their county. His grandfather, Sir Robert,1 was a man of ability and learning, numbering among his friends Dr. Donne, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, and George Herbert; one of the Puritanical left wing of the Church of England, he was intolerant in his religious opinions, and was an influential member of the Parliamentary party until his death.
Sir Robert Harley showed his zeal for Puritanism not only as a stout soldier, but as a narrow-minded iconoclast Chairman of the Commons Committee which was appointed in 1644 with instructions to destroy superstitious and idolatrous relics, from April of that year to the following August he was active in the destruction of monuments, stained glass, and everything in the nature of artistic or architectural adornment at Westminster Abbey, St. Margaret's Church, and the chapels at Whitehall and Hampton
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